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BEGIN SUMMARY: BOTH ERG OFEICIAL AND MEDIA REACTION TO THE 
ERENCH DISARMAMENT INITIATIVE WAS FAR FROM ENTHUSIASTIC. 

PRIVATE EONOEE SOURCES EVALUATE IT AS MORE OE AN ELECTION 
GAMBIT THAN A SUBSTANTIVE STATEMENT ON DISARMAMENT. END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . OFEICIAL FRG REACTION TO THE ERENCH DISARMAMENT 
PROPOSAL WAS NOTICEABLY UNENTHUSIASTIC. THE OFEICIAL 
GOVERNMENT STATEMENT INDICATED THAT THE ERG VIEWS THE 
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ERENCH PROPOSAL AS IMPORTANT BECAUSE IT CONCERNS THE 
SECURITY INTERESTS OF BOTH THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC AND 
THE NATO ALLIANCE. THE SPOKESMAN INDICATED THAT THE 
ERENCH GOVERNMENT HAD PROVIDED THE CHANCELLOR AND 
EOREIGN OEEICE WITH ADVANCE COPIES OE THE PROPOSAL 
BEFORE ITS PUBLICATION AND STRESSED THAT THIS GESTURE 
WAS AN "INDICATION OE THE CONTINUING EXCELLENT STATE" 
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OF FRENCH-GERMAN RELATIONS. 

2. LIMITED MEDIA COMMENT WAS ALSO LESS THAN UPBEAT 
IN TONE. THE ERANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG CARRIED 
THE FOLLOWING SKEPTICAL COMMENT. 

BEGIN TEXT. AN ELECTION HIT OF GISCARD OR A FUNDAMENTAL 
REORIENTATION OF FRENCH POLICY? THE PARIS GOVERNMENT 
HAS SUBMITTED A PACKAGE OF DISARMAMENT PROPOSALS. IN SO 
DOING PRANCE IS MAKING ITSELP THE ADVOCATE OF A CONFER- 
ENCE ON THE ARMS LIMITATION IN A ZONE EXTENDING FROM 
"THE ATLANTIC TO THE URAL." FROM THE ATLANTIC TO THE 
URAL? THIS PORMULA SOUNDS PAMILIAR. IT COMES PROM 
DE GAULLE. BUT UNLIKE DE GAULLE, WHO HAD A NEGATIVE 
VIEW OF DISARMAMENT TALKS, GISCARD NOW WANTS TO PUT 
FRANCE AT THE HEAD OP THE STRUGGLE FOR AN ARMS LIMI- 
TATION. NATURALLY PARIS DOES NOT RENOUNCE ITS OWN ARMS 
LIMITATION. NATURALLY PARIS DOES NOT RENOUNCE ITS OWN 
FORCE DE PRAPPE. BUT ONE WANTS TO COUNTERACT THE 
GIGANTIC CONCENTRATION OF ATOMIC WEAPONS IN THE WORLD. 
THIS IS WHY FRANCE SUGGESTS DENUCLEARIZED ZONES. ALSO 
IN EUROPE? POR THE TIME BEING THIS IS NOT CLEAR. 

MUCH IS STRANGE. TOO, FOR INSTANCE, THE IDEA TO PRESENT 
EVERYTHING TO THE UNITED NATIONS AS LATE AS IN MAY BUT 
TO ANNOUNCE THE FRENCH ABOUT-FACE RIGHT NOW. REPORTED- 
LY BONN WAS INFORMED ABOUT IT. REPORTEDLY IT HAS ADOPTED 
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A FAVORABLE ATTITUDE TOWARD THE PRENCH INITIATIVE; 

WHICH, BY THE WAY, DOES NOT MEAN VERY MUCH. FOR WE ARE 
ALWAYS NODDING IMMEDIATELY WHENEVER SOMEBODY TALKS OP 
DISARMAMENT; EVEN IF A PROPOSAL MEANS LITTLE IN 
SUBSTANCE. END TEXT. 

3. PONOFF SOURCES ALSO VIEW WITH SOME MISGIVINGS THE 
NEW FRENCH PROPOSAL. SEVERAL WITH WHOM WE SPOKE STATED 
THAT MUCH OP IT DID NOT APPEAR NECESSARILY NEW, WHILE 
OTHERS OPINED THAT IT APPEARED TO BE LARGELY AN ELECTION 
GAMBIT BY GISCARD WHO DOES NOT WANT TO BE OUTDISTANCED 
BY THE LEFT ON THE DISARMAMENT ISSUE. 
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